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REPORT
OFFICE OF MINE INSPECTOR

For Allegany and Garrelt Counties,

POMPEYSMA8II, MARYLAND,

Deember 31st, 1880.
To his Excellency, Wm T. ilamilton,

Go,einor of Maryland:
Sxi:—Having had the honor of receiving a cornmssion

from you, bearing date of May 3rd, 1880, appointing me Itt-
spector of Mines for the Courtties of Allegany and Garrett,
in the State of Maryland, I beg leave to report, that I quali-
fled as such officer, by taking the oath required, and entered
upon the discharge of my duties on the date above
mentioned .

Being aware of the existence of much dissatisfaction among
the miners of this region, in regard to the condition of' the
mines, and the places where they respectively worked, I im—
mediately determined upon making a thorough inspection
and examination of every mine and of every working place in
the mines in the coal region of Allegany and Garrett counties.
To this work I devoted several months of'arduous labor, having
visited and examined every working place in each and every
mine in the two counties; and it affords me much pleasure
to inform your Excellency, that I found on the part of the
mine owners a disposition to obey both the spirit and intent
of the law.

The sections of the law requiring the mine owners to fur-
nish the miners with timber, to be used in the protection of
their persons and lives, and providing also for a fair weigh-
ing of the coal after it is mined, work well and give general
satisfaction, and have eradicated a great deal o discontent
from the minds ofminerr.

I am sorry, however, to state that the section of the law
relating to the ventilation of our mines, is deficient in sev-
eral essential particulars. I am now collecting data upon
this subject, which will enable meto suggest some amend-
meats to the law in my next annual report, when the Leg—
islative Body of the State will be about to assemble.
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